
About Teen Totes Subscription Service 

 

Contact 

Poquoson Public Library 

500 City Hall Ave. 

Poquoson, VA 23662 

757-868-3060 

 

Introduction 

Subscription boxes have gained popularity over the years, and provide consistency and convenience.  

While many current subscription boxes can cost $30+ a month, the library is in a position to provide this 

service for free.  A number of public libraries have adapted this service for their patrons as a fun way to 

promote a love of reading while providing readers advisory.  This subscription box will be offered 

monthly to teens who register in advance. 

 

Subscription boxes are a fun way to encourage a love of reading and connect teens to material that will 

enrich their lives.  It allows us to connect teens to books that meet their interests they might not have 

seen or heard about, while also opening their minds to new voices, perspectives, and opinions.  It also 

gives them something to look forward to on a monthly basis.  A subscription box service is 100% 

accessible and equitable; any teen with a library card can sign up for the service. 

 

What’s In the Box? 

● A selection of library books (chosen based on the teens’ interests) 

● Trinkets/goodies (will vary monthly) 

● A review card 

● A bookmark 

 

Who Is This For? 

Currently, this service is only available for teens in grades 6-12.   

 

How It Works 

1. Teens register for the subscription on the library website. 

2. Staff receives the teen’s registration form.  They are put on a list to receive next month’s 

subscription tote.   

3. Librarians build the Teen Tote.  This involves selecting books based on the reading interests and 

likes the teen indicated in their registration form.  The Teen Tote is also filled with a variety of 

goodies selected for that month and a review card. 

4. The teen is notified their Teen Tote is ready to be picked up.  Teen Totes are available mid-

month and will be held for 7 days.  If the Teen Tote is not picked up with no contact from the 

teen, items from the tote will be returned to the library shelves, and a note is placed in the 

teen’s account. 



5. The Teen comes and picks up their Teen Tote.  Teens should bring their library card with them.  

Teen Totes can only be checked out on Poquoson Public Library cards. 

6. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE BOOK AND THE TOTE CAN BE RETURNED SEPARATELY. Any library 

books in the bag can be kept until they will no longer renew.  Teens can call the library or check 

their account online to inquire about return dates for books. 

a.  Teens do not need to have finished their book (or return it) in order to receive the 

following month’s Teen Tote.  Only the bag and review card must be returned in order 

to receive the next Teen Tote. 

b. Teens should keep track of item due dates.  Late fines will accrue on items not returned 

by their due dates unless the items are renewed by either calling the library at 757-868-

3060 or renewing the items online at https://ppll.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/ 

prior to the item’s due date. 

7. Teens can keep all of the goodies in the box.  We urge teens to return their review card when 

they bring back the bag.  Review cards will help us continue to select reading material of interest 

for the teen. 

8. Teens must return the bag IN GOOD CONDITION prior to receiving a new Teen Tote. 

a. The bag should be brought into the library, NOT placed in the book drop. 

 

What If I Don’t Pick Up My Tote in Time? 

Totes are available every month at mid-month and teens will receive notification when the totes are 

ready to be picked up.  They will be held for 1 week.  After 7 days, we will return all unclaimed totes.  If a 

teen fails to pick up 3 totes over a 6-month period, they will be removed from the subscription list.   

 

I’m Going Away and Want to Put My Subscription on Hold. 

If you want to pause your subscription for a month, please call the library at 757-868-3060 prior to the 

10th of the month.  Teens who need to put their subscription on hold for more than a month will be 

encouraged to cancel their subscription until the next quarter. 

 

Can I Cancel My Subscription? 

Yes.  You can cancel your subscription at any time by calling the library at 757-868-3060.  

 

If I Cancel My Subscription, Can I Subscribe Again in the Future? 

Yes, you may register for future subscription quarters if there is room in the program. 

 

 

https://ppll.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/

